Prenatal sonographic assessment of the fetal thorax: normal values.
Fetal thoracic circumference and thoracic length measurements were obtained by ultrasonographic examination on 576 women between 16 and 40 weeks gestation. Nomograms for thoracic circumference and thoracic length with respect to gestational age were developed. Growth of both thoracic parameters was observed to be linear throughout gestation. In normal pregnancy the ratios of thoracic circumference to abdominal circumference and thoracic length to humerus length remained virtually constant at 0.89 and 0.93, respectively.